
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENT: CELEBRATION OF THE SACRED TRIDUUM

While we have just finished our observance of the Christmas season it is not too
early to share some important information about our Holy Week celebrations for
2023. Last year the Oratorian Fathers celebrated a total of four separate
celebrations of the Sacred Triduum (the liturgies of Holy Thursday, Good Friday,
and Holy Saturday): one in Spanish, one on Latin, and three in English. This means
that between Holy Thursday and Holy Saturday we had thirteen celebrations of
major feasts, all before a full Easter Sunday schedule. This proved to be a significant
strain on our liturgical resources and limited our ability to provide our best
celebrations of these liturgies.  Not a few members of our worshipping
communities commented on the challenges of celebrating so many of the same
liturgies and the strain it placed on clergy and lay ministers alike, particularly the
members of our music ministry. In addition, not all these liturgies were well
attended.

The Roman Missal notes this about the celebration of the Paschal Triduum:

For a fitting celebration of the Sacred Triduum, a sufficient
number of lay ministers is required, who must be carefully
instructed as to what they are to do. The singing of the
people, the ministers, and the Priest Celebrant has a special
importance in the celebration of these days, for when texts
are sung, they have their proper impact.

The celebrations of the Sacred Triduum are to be carried out
in cathedral and parochial churches and only in those
churches in which they can be performed with dignity, that
is, with a good attendance of the faithful, an appropriate
number of ministers, and the means to sing at least some
of the parts.

Consequently, it is desirable that small communities . . .join
together in these churches to carry out the sacred
celebrations in a more noble manner. (The Roman Missal,
Introductory instructions on The Sacred Paschal Triduum)



Keeping this instruction from the Roman Missal in mind, and, after consultation
with our Director of Liturgy and Music as well as members of our various parish
staffs, we have decided to combine our resources this year and celebrate a unified
English experience of the Sacred Triduum. We acknowledge that this is a significant
change to the celebration of the Easter Triduum; however, after giving this a great
deal of thought and considering the experience last year of the Sacred Three Days,
we are confident that having one English-language celebration of the Triduum will
enable us to have a more beautiful, dignified, and fruitful celebration of these great
days.

The schedule for Holy Week will be as follows:

March 29: Confessions and Eucharistic Adoration 7 PM  St. Joseph Church

April 2 Palm Sunday: The regular Sunday schedule

April 5: The Service of Tenebrae 7 PM St. Ann Church
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

April 6 Holy Thursday:

9 AM Sung Morning Prayer St. Ann Church

Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper
7 PM English Holy Trinity Church
7 PM Latin (EF) Blessed Sacrament Shrine
7:30 PM Spanish St. Joseph Church

10 PM Sung Compline (Night Prayer) Holy Trinity Church

April 7 Good Friday

9 AM Sung Morning Prayer St. Ann Church
12 PM Stations of the Cross St. Ann Church

Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
3 PM English St. Joseph Church
3 PM Latin (EF) Blessed Sacrament Shrine
7:30 PM Spanish St. Joseph Church



7 PM Stations of the Cross Holy Trinity Church

April 8 Holy Saturday

9 AM Sung Morning Prayer St. Ann Church
11AM Blessing of Easter Food St. Joseph Church

The Great Easter Vigil
8 PM English St. Ann Church
8 PM Latin (EF) Blessed Sacrament Shrine
8 PM Spanish St. Joseph Church

April 9 Easter Sunday: The regular Sunday schedule except NO 5 PM MASS at St.
Ann.

April 10 Easter Monday: Only one Mass at 9 AM at St. Ann Church


